KAMARAJ, INDIRA, AND THE CONGRESS PARTY                 191
India sign such an agreement simply to get some wheat and thereby
relieve food scarcity? India will never sign it. We may starve;
but won't we retain our self-respect?" I heard those words and
from that day I developed respect for Kamaraj and a great deal of
faith in him.
The very next day newspapers carried the report that India had
signed the PL-480 agreement.
Both the all-India Communist Parties adopted resolutions
condemning the action of the government. They organized demon-
strations too. Whenever Prime Minister Indira Gandhi visited any
place, trade unionists and Communists held "black flag" demonstra-
tions. The Prime Minister paid a visit to Madras and, as a precau-
tionary measure, the police arrested Communist and trade union
leaders before her arrival. My friend and comrade, Baladanda-
yutham, secretary of the Madras district committee of the Communist
Party, and the Pondicherry leader, comrade V. Subbiah,1 eluded the
police net. They remained hidden in my "office" and organized the
preparations for a demonstration. I valued greatly the opportunity
that was accorded to me to be of some small help.
The Communists had openly proclaimed their opposition to the
decision of the Congress leadership to name Mrs Gandhi as Prime
Minister. They were of the view that rightist influence had become
dominant and that the elevation of Indira Gandhi who [they believed]
was associated with the "American lobby" was an indication of that
state of affairs.
Kamaraj had no inclination whatever to let the reins of govern-
ment pass into the hands of Morarji Desai and S.K. Patil. It was
true enough that -after Nehru's death the influence of the rightists
inside the Congress had increased. From the outside the Swatantra
Party openly encouraged elements in the Congress that had pro-
Swatantra leanings. At the all-India level and more particularly in
Tamil Nadu, the Swatantra Party regarded Kamaraj as a strong
enemy of their policies.
In the Congress Party some of the old associates of Nehru like
Krishna Menon were severely ignored. Nehru's economic policies,
his course of nonalignment, and his "pro-Communist" attitude
were condemned, mocked, and jeered at by Rajaji and other
ideologists of the Swatantra Party. They regarded such work as their
principal political task. They larded their arguments heavily with
"facts and figures" and presented them with cogency and logic. In